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Getting Rooted in Peace
Green Producer Greg Reitman Brings New
Documentary to the Sondheim for Premiere

B Y  K E N  C H AW K I N

A BOUT SIX YEARS AGO I
received a phone call from Greg
Reitman, a Hollywood film-

maker who wanted to interview David
Lynch and Donovan for a documentary
film he was making about world peace. It
wasn’t his first. His previous documen-
tary, Fields of Fuel, was a Sundance Audi-
ence Choice Award winner. Distributed as
FUEL, it tells the story of a Louisianian
who was trying to save the planet by
encouraging the use of biodiesel over
imported oil. 

Greg has been making a reputation for
himself as Hollywood’s “Green Pro-
ducer.” He is also the creator and execu-
tive producer of the webcast program On
The Green Carpet. His current documen-
tary feature, which contains footage from
his Fairfield visits, is ROOTED in
PEACE. The film asks viewers to look
within and seek avenues to promote peace.
Greg will be returning to Fairfield on Sun-
day, August 2, for the Iowa premiere of
ROOTED in PEACE, with a question and
answer session afterwards. 

Early Beginnings
During our many phone conversations,

Greg tried to explain the kind of film he
was making. He was on a serious quest to
create peace in a violent world and to
reduce global warming. As a student at
UMass Amherst, he came up with the idea
of planting trees to save the planet. 

Greg was marching for peace, planting
trees, yet personally he was suffering from
PTSD and didn’t know it. He had been
traumatized as a film student in Israel dur-
ing the Gulf War. 

The Beach Boys in Fairfield
What eventually brought Greg to Fair-

field was a Beach Boys concert on Labor

Day in 2009. Greg’s girlfriend, Britta
Peterson, was from Iowa, and they seized
the opportunity to come out together for
work and play. Greg brought his camera
and hired local videographer Brian Smith
to film the interviews, including one with
Mike Love. 

Mike later invited Greg to interview
him in California, and loaned him histori-
cal footage and the song “Pisces Broth-
ers,” which he wrote for George Harrison
when they celebrated their birthdays in
Rishikesh, India. 

Greg also interviewed Fred Travis,
director of MUM’s Center for Brain,
Consciousness, and Cognition, who

showed him how the brain becomes more
settled and orderly during TM practice. 

The David Lynch Weekend
After his visit, Greg had more questions.

He still wanted to interview David Lynch
and Donovan, so he returned for the David
Lynch Weekend the following November.
Donovan agreed to participate in a tree
planting for peace on the MUM campus
with students and faculty from the Sus-
tainable Living department. Donovan sang
songs and told stories, and gave Greg his
interview. 

David Lynch had heard about Greg’s
documentary FUEL, which includes inter-

views with musicians Neil Young and
Willie Nelson about their biodiesel vehi-
cles. David met Greg in the Green Room
of the Sondheim Theater during a concert
featuring Donovan and James McCartney,
and agreed to be interviewed for the film.

Greg also learned TM during that week-
end. He descried the experience as “the
beginning of a new way of life for me. The
power was in me the whole time; I just
didn’t know how to activate it!” 

ROOTED in PEACE
In addition to David Lynch and Dono-

van, Greg interviewed a number of other
luminaries for the film, including Pete
Seeger, Deepak Chopra, Ted Turner,
Desmond Tutu, Noble Peace Laureate
Mairead Maguire, green architect William
McDonough, and neuroscientist Dan
Siegel.  

International film producer Joanna Plaf-
sky, who is on the board of directors of the
David Lynch Foundation, says, “Greg’s
film beautifully takes us on a transform-
ing journey from fear and stress to an
experience of inner peace—the basis for
real change in our world. It gives audi-
ences valid solutions to today’s chal-
lenges.”

ROOTED in PEACE continues to play
at film festivals this summer, and theatri-
cal releases in North America and Europe
are being organized for the fall. It will also
be available for online streaming and on
DVD.                                             n

For tickets to the 7:00 p.m. screening on
Sunday, August 2, at the Sondheim Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts, see fairfield-
acc.com.

Ken Chawkin is a publicist and poet. You
can follow him on Twitter @kenchawkin, and
visit his blog at theuncarvedblog.com.

L OCAL FAIRFIELD AUTHOR
Laure Edwards Reminick’s
Jaguar Transit is a fun, involved,

entertaining science-fiction thriller about
a red-headed heroine named Alexa
stranded in the future. Her problem is that
she’s not wearing ruby slippers that can
be clicked together to travel 950 years into
the past and halfway across the galaxy.
She’s stuck in the future, forever.

As she showed in the first book in this
series, Seeking Sirius, Reminick is very
good at imagining a possible future, peo-
pling it with believable characters, and
throwing in a nasty villain. Jaguar Tran-
sit is a great addition to the galaxy that we
first visited in Seeking Sirius. The author
has devised familiar technology for inter-
stellar travel (wormholes) and suggests
an appropriate blend of high technology
and human consciousness as the key to
using them. (It resembles Frank Herbert’s
universe in Dune but without the need for
spice addiction and the attendant muta-
tions.)

At the beginning of Jaguar Transit,
Alexa is still stuck in the future. At least

she’s living in the lap of luxury in Paris,
supported and protected by Pearson, one
of several memorable characters from the
first book. Alexa calls him a robot, but he
might also be called an artificial person
or android. 

Alexa’s challenge in Jaguar Transit is
to become her own person. This is tough,
as she’s stuck in an unfamiliar future
without money of her own or any idea
what kind of work she could do. Alexa
manages to find a fascinating profession
with help from two more fascinating char-
acters from the first book, Edith and her
husband, Detective Genghis. The details
of Alexa’s challenging apprenticeship are

It’s a tough road for Alexa. She must
forge her life in the smithy of her soul and
overcome seemingly unconquerable
adversity. Pirates attack, equipment fails,
humans prove treacherous—in the end,
Alexa faces an even more terrible choice

than in the first book. What to do? Will
she choose right? Pick up this fun read to
find out. n

nicely described, leading up to the ulti-
mate test at the end of the book. 

No sci-fi thriller is complete without a
villain, and Reminick comes up with a
doozy. We learn there’s a rogue computer
program (AI) called KAG84950 intent on
manipulating or killing Alexa.
KAG84950 is like a virus—it spreads its
tentacles throughout known space, estab-
lishing nodes on every planet. And those
nodes are up to no good—they’re
involved with pirates and scoundrel reli-
gions and corruption and violence. Wher-
ever it spreads, bad things happen to good
people. It sets its evil sights on Alexis and
doesn’t let go for the entire book.

Greg Reitman chronicles his personal journey in ROOTED in PEACE, concluding that
the path to peace may be as simple as putting a tree in the ground.
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Laure Edwards Reminick Adds

A Second Thriller to Her Sci-Fi Series
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